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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a new storage and management method for 
dynamic image information which retrieves an intended scene from 
a long-time dynamic image stored in a recording medium in a short 
time. 

CONSTITUTION: With respect to dynamic image information which 
manages and retrieves the dynamic image, an entire dynamic image 
R is hierarchically divided into shorter-time frame strings A, A1, 
Al 1 ... in accordance with its constitution and semantic contents to 
generate tree structure data 10, 13, 15. 16. and 1 7 indicating their 
hierarchical relations, attribute data At of frame strings, and still 
pictures rF of representative frames, and they are related to one 
another to generate a data file. Attribute data or the hierarchical 
tree is used as the retrieval key to extract a frame string from this 
data file of dynamic image information, and contents are confirmed 
by the still picture (rf) of its representative frame, thus retrieving 
the dynamic image. Since random access to an arbitrary scene is 
possible and related scienes are easily retrieved, an intended 
dynamic image is quickly retrieved from the long-time dynamic 
image. 
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